EMBODYING MEMORY IN CONTEMPORARY SPAIN
inquisition, extermination, and, within the book itself, genocidebegs the question, what does it mean to relate the Spanish Civil War to the Nazi Holocaust, or to other examples of genocide and mass extermination? And what semantic weight is added by a word such as "inquisition," which has specific historical and cultural connotations in Spanish? It is noticeable, indeed, that the Spanish translation of Preston's book substitutes "odio," or hatred, for "inquisition," as if to signal that his title deliberately plays with a series of culturally and linguistically specific meanings. In this chapter, I consider the implications of the use of such terms, before tracing how their appearance relates to the sea change in memory debates that has occurred in the past decade, in the light of legal developments in the sphere of human rights. The second half of the chapter then offers an examination of three contemporary cultural representations of the aftermath of repression and terror that engage in some way with the politics of the left in Spain. I discuss an exhibition and "photo essay" by Francesc Torres, and the novels, Veinte años y un día by Buchenwald survivor Jorge Semprún and El vano ayer by the more youthful Isaac Rosa. My aim, in choosing these differing explorations of the representation of violence and its human consequences in art, is twofold: to underline the importance of self-reflexivity in highlighting the processes and practices of remembrance, and to explore the dangers and limits of representing the embodied suffering of others in the public arena. Rather than a simple vindication of a silenced past, I wish, via my discussion of Rosa's novel in particular, to explore the ways in which artistic representations of memory may stage debates and contests between differing perspectives on the past that make us aware of the processes and pitfalls of remembrance as well as helping to find ways to overcome them.
Echoes of the Holocaust: Civil War
Repression and the Language of Spanish Memory Debates
The term "Holocaust" has undergone considerable semantic change in the course of the last century. If, today, it commonly refers to the Nazi "Final Solution," albeit with heated intellectual discussions as to the applicability of the word in comparison, for instance, to Shoah, or debates on the manner in which focus on the Jewish dimension of Hitler's extermination program may exclude other persecuted groups, this is a belated designation. As Peter Novick has noted, at the start of the twentieth century, the word "holocaust"
